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East West Link Needs Assessment

Spotlights Melbourne’s West

Sir Rod Eddington recently handed down his eagerly
awaited transport blueprint for connecting Melbourne’s
rapidly expanding Western Suburbs to the rest of
Melbourne to the State Government. Underpinning the
East-West Link Needs Assessment report is the realisation
that Melbourne’s Western Suburbs have significant
transport infrastructure shortcomings that urgently need
to be addressed. LeadWest welcomes the broad findings
contained in the study and the need to look at multi
modal solutions to such complex issues. The Western
Transport Alliance also felt that the report recognised
the transport challenges facing the West and that bold
recommendations were required for solving acute
problems. Both the scope and ambition of the proposals
tabled are quite visionary and cover many ingredients
in the transport mix residents use daily. Whilst overall
the report seems to strike a fairly good balance between
roads & public transport imperatives and proposes an
integrated solution to a complex issue Western Region
Stakeholders need to continue to lobby that these
initiatives are delivered.

Brimbank Council was pleased that the report
recommendations recognised the long-term multimodal
needs of the West and that a mix of road and rail
improvements has been recommended. However, it is

disappointed that the opportunity to electrify the train
service to Deer Park and beyond into the Melton Shire
was not included in the report. Wyndham Council said
the report recognised the growth rates in the West and
the need to more transport infrastructure. Maribyrnong
Council indicated that the proposed infrastructure
works would be very positive for the municipality and
it hopes the State Government will respond quickly to
the recommendations. The work towards a truck action
plan to reduce trucks from local streets were also most
welcome.

List of key East West Link Needs Assessment
Recommendations:

Recommendation 1

Planning work should commence for the staged
construction of a new 17 kilometre Melbourne Metro rail
tunnel linking Melbourne’s booming western and south-
eastern suburbs and providing a major increase in the
capacity of the rail network.

Recommendation 2

The Victorian Government should bring forward the
construction of a new rail connection from Werribee to
Sunshine (the Tarneit link) to significantly improve the
frequency and reliability of services from Werribee,
Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo. The Government should
commit to using the new rail tunnel and Tarneit link as the
foundation for extending the metropolitan rail network
further to the west within the next 15 years.

Recommendation 3

During the planning and construction of the rail tunnel,
the Victorian Government should continue to make
better use of the existing network to increase capacity,
including commencing work on the electrification of the
network to Sunbury to boost services on the Sydenham
line.

Recommendation 4

Planning work should commence on the staged
construction of a new 18 kilometre cross city road
connection extending from the western suburbs to the
Eastern Freeway.
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Recommendation 5

Community amenity in the inner west should be restored
by implementing a Truck Action Plan to remove truck
traffic from local streets in the inner west. The plan should
include a series of targeted road improvements that form
an effective bypass around residential areas, reinforced
by local truck bans.

Recommendation 6

Public transport to the Doncaster region is best provided
by rapid, high quality bus services, additional bus
priority measures and a major new bus-rail interchange
at Victoria Park. To deliver this standard of services, the
DART upgrade announced in the 2006 Meeting Our
Transport Challenges plan should be introduced as soon
as possible, along with additional service enhancements
and bus priority measures undertaken in conjunction with
Recommendation 4.

Recommendation 7

A number of specific links should be progressively built
to improve cross city cycle connections and cater to the
growing number of Melbournians cycling to work.

Recommendation 8

The Victorian Government should work with local
councils and relevant agencies to escalate city-wide
implementation and enforcement of priority measures for
trams and buses.

Recommendation 9

A dedicated fund should be established to facilitate

the development of Park & Ride facilities, with priority
given to improving access to rail services in Melbourne’s
west and facilitating public transport patronage in the
Doncaster corridor.

Recommendation 10

The Victorian Government should re-evaluate its
30/2010 rail target (which aims to move 30 per cent of
freight from and to all Victorian ports by rail by 2010),
given the clear finding by the EWLNA that it cannot be
met. The Government should create a new strategy and
work with industry to develop and implement a detailed
action plan for moving more freight by rail.

Recommendation 11

The Government should take action to increase rail’s

share of freight by:

= Ensuring the development of a single, common user,
interstate, intermodal freight terminal north of the city
on the Melbourne to Sydney rail corridor.

= Developing the standard gauge rail freight network to
connect the interstate intermodal terminal with the key
metropolitan freight hubs.

= Making and announcing concrete planning decisions
about the future sites for metropolitan freight hubs.

= Ensuring that all future transport plans build in a
connection for the Port of Hastings to the interstate
standard gauge rail network.

Recommendation 12

The Port of Melbourne Corporation should be given
overall responsibility for implementing an intermodal
hub network in Melbourne, including responsibility for
achieving the Government’s revised rail freight target.

Recommendation 13

Given the projected increase in the metropolitan
freight task, the Government should take further action
to improve the efficient movement of road freight by
permitting the introduction of high productivity freight
vehicles on designated routes.

Recommendation 14

The Government should continue to implement
Melbourne 2030 and take stronger action to accelerate
the development of vibrant suburban hubs in Melbourne’s
west, particularly Footscray, Sydenham, Sunshine and
Werribee.

Recommendation 15

Through the Council of Australian Governments — and
working with the Australian automotive industry — the
Victorian Government should pursue measures to
bring Australia into line with European CO2 emissions
standards for motor vehicles.

Recommendation 16

The Government should develop a clear strategy for
increasing the proportion of low emission, efficient
vehicles operating in Melbourne.

Recommendation 17

The Victorian Government should seek early discussions
with the Commonwealth Government regarding a
funding contribution from AusLink towards some or all
of the EWLNA recommended projects. The Government
should also work with the Commonwealth to extend
AusLink to transport projects designed to relieve urban
congestion.

Recommendation 18

The Victorian Government should consider a funding
structure for the proposed new Metro rail tunnel that
includes contributions by beneficiaries (including public
transport users and property owners across Melbourne).

Recommendation 19

The Government should re-evaluate its current road
tolling policy to ensure that the long term benefits of new
road investments can be fully realised (including public
transport priority, improved cycling opportunities, road
network balance and improved local amenity).
Recommendation 20

A single statutory authority should be created to deliver
the EWLNA recommended projects, using a ‘corridor
approach’ to planning, managing and delivering the full
suite of projects.
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